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NJSLA 
Overview

Mathematics English Language Arts

The NJSLA is 
administered in 
multiple sections 
called units.  

NJSLA Testing Days are ½ days on
May 19, 20, & 21

(ELA)

There are 2 units 
for Mathematics 

& 
2 units for ELA.



New Jersey Student 
Learning Standards (NJSLS)

❖ K-12 standards 
➢ Mathematics (Mathematical Practices)
➢ English Language Arts (ELA)
➢ Literacy (History, Science, & Technical 

Subjects)

★ Focuses on college & career readiness
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NJSLA is aligned with the



Class of 2020, 2021 & 2022

NJ Department of Education
State Assessment Requirements for Graduation 
Class of 2020, 2021 & 2022
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Three 
Pathways 
Available: 

English Language Arts (ELA) Mathematics

1
Taking and 

passing a 
NJSLA :

NJSLA ELA Grade 9 ≥750 (Level 4)
or

NJSLA ELA Grade 10 ≥750 (Level 4)
or

NJSLA  ELA Grade 11  ≥725 (Level 3)

NJSLA Algebra 1  ≥750 (Level 4)
or

NJSLA Geometry ≥725 (Level 3)
or

NJSLA Algebra 2  ≥725 (Level 3)

These options are 
only available if a 
student takes all 

NJSLA assessments 
associated with the 
high-school courses 
for which they were 
eligible and receive 

valid scores.

2
Taking and 

passing one of 
these 

alternative 
assessments:

SAT Reading Test
ACT Reading 

Accuplacer WritePlacer
Accuplacer WritePlacer ESL

PSAT 10 Reading or PSAT/NMSQT 
Reading

ASVAB-AFQT Composite

SAT Math Section 
SAT Math Test

ACT Math
Accuplacer 

PSAT 10 Math or PSAT/NMSQT Math
ASVAB-AFQT Composite

3
Portfolio 
appeals:

Meet the criteria of the NJDOE Portfolio appeal



Class of 2023?

NJ Department of Education
State Assessment Requirements for Graduation 
Class of 2023?
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English Language Arts (ELA) Mathematics

“The NJDOE is to provide fair notice to students and educators and will 
continue to collaborate with stakeholders to transition to the next 

generation or statewide assessments.”



Mathematics
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New Jersey Student Learning 
Standards for Mathematics

❖ Numbers & Quantity

❖ Algebra

❖ Functions

❖ Geometry

❖ Statistics & Probability

❖ Modeling 
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NJSLA-M 
in 
Mathematics 
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BASED ON PERFORMANCE LEVEL 
DESCRIPTORS: 
● SOLVE PROBLEMS INVOLVING 

MAJOR CONTENT WITH 
CONNECTIONS TO PRACTICES

● SOLVE PROBLEMS INVOLVING 
ADDITIONAL AND SUPPORTING 
CONTENT WITH CONNECTIONS TO 
PRACTICES

● MATHEMATICAL REASONING BY 
CONSTRUCTING MATHEMATICAL 
ARGUMENTS AND CRITIQUES

● MODELING REAL-WORLD 
APPLICATIONS Connecting the Standards for Mathematical Practices to 

the New Jersey Student Learning Standards in 
Mathematics.

Algebra 1
Geometry
Algebra 2 



Types of Questions
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2 Units 

90 Minutes 

Each

NJSLA-M PROBLEMS INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING: 

1) Variety of Answer Formats - multiple selection options, not 

just multiple choice

2) Short & Extended Response Items - where students have to 

explain their reasoning and critique the reasoning of others

3) Modeling - where students create an equation to represent 

real-world situations, solve and justify.

4) Performance Based Tasks & Technology - enhanced items 

such as graphing, click & drag answers and support 

conjectures.

High Sc
hool 

Test For
mat



Tools Provided
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TI-84 
Calculator

Reference 
Sheet



“

Scoring
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Scoring rubric  in Mathematics  is the 
following:

Level 5: Exceeded Expectations
Level 4: Met Expectations 

Level 3: Approached Expectations
Level 2: Partially Met Expectations

 Level 1: Did Not Yet Meet Expectations



Preparation
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Close 
readings of 

complex 
narrative 

texts 

Updated 
Curriculum 

aligned to NJSLS 
and PLD’s

NJSLA 
Resource 
Problems

Cumulative 
District 

Math 
Benchmarks

Practice 
NJSLA-M 

assessments 
online

Formative 
& 

Summative 
Assessments

Integrating 
Digital 

Textbook Series 
for Algebra 1, 
Geometry & 

Algebra 2



English 
Language 

Arts
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ELA 
9th - 10th - 11th
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➔ Narrative Task

➔ Literary Analysis Task 

➔ Research Simulation Task (RST)

*All 3 Tasks 
❖ Are based on complex texts
❖ Include sequenced questions that require deeper 

engagement with the texts.



NJSLA ELA texts
❖ Narrative & Informational texts

❖ Emphasis on: 
➢ Text complexity 
➢ Content rich non-fiction
➢ Textual evidence
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the

Narrative 
Task
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Close 
readings of 

complex 
narrative 

texts 

A Writing Assignment 
that requires students to:

❖ Write a story
❖ Detail a scientific process

❖ Write a historical account of 
important figures, 

OR
❖ Describe an account of 

events, scenes, or objects.

Multiple 
Choice 

questions that 
require the use 

of textual 
evidence 

*requires 
close 
readings of 
complex 
texts



the

Literary 
Analysis 
Task
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Close 
readings of 

complex 
narrative 

texts 

A Writing 
Assignment that 

requires the 
synthesis of 
ideas from 
two texts.

Multiple 
Choice 

questions that 
require the use 

of textual 
evidence 

*requires 
close 
readings of 
complex 
texts



the

Research 
Simulation 
Task
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Close 
readings of 

complex 
narrative 

texts 

A Writing 
Assignment that 

requires the 
synthesis of 
information 

from all 
three texts.

Multiple 
Choice 

questions that 
require the use 

of textual 
evidence 

*requires 
close 
readings of 
complex 
texts Examples  

of texts:  

informational 
articles, charts, 
videos, audio 

recordings,   
photographs, etc.



Types of Questions
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Evidence-Based Selected 
Response (EBSR)



Types of Questions
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Technology-Enhanced 
Constructed Response (TECR) 



Types of Questions
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Prose Constructed 
Response (PCR)  



Literacy 
Across the 

Curriculum

Literacy 
Across the 

Curriculum
❖ Complex, varied texts
❖ Paired texts
❖ Identification of textual evidence
❖ Use of textual evidence in writing and 

speaking
❖ Annotation for active & close reading
❖ Writing Workshop
❖ Literary & text analysis 
❖ Socratic Seminar
❖ Vocabulary-in-context learning

English, 
History, 

Science, & 
Technical 
Subjects



Math Tutoring
Math Lab Room in LMC, Daily

Lit Cafe
Tuesday & Thursday, 2:00pm-4:00pm
Wednesday, 2:00pm-3:30pm

Literacy Lab
Monday-Friday, Common Time
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Title 1 
Services

Highland & Triton

Math Empower Hour
Math Lab Room in LMC, Thursdays after school

Science Empower Hour
F200, Wednesdays after school



Why NJSLA?
❖ Practice

➢ How ready is your child to take the exams required to 
achieve his/her long term goals?

➢ How can your child sharpen the skills employers and 
colleges are looking for?

❖ Progress
➢ How did your child’s performance this year compare to 

his/her performance last year? Has he/she improved?
➢ How did your child perform compared to other students 

statewide? Nationwide?

❖ Programs
➢ How well are we preparing your child?
➢ How can we make learning more relevant and 

meaningful?

❖ Placement
➢ Is your child enrolled in the courses that best suit 

his/her ability level?
25



26

Thanks for 
coming!

❖ Be sure to sign in & grab a handout if you 
haven’t.

❖ Check out 
https://nj.mypearsonsupport.com/practice-tests/  for 
more information and practice tests.

https://nj.mypearsonsupport.com/practice-tests/

